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AN D  K N O W L E D G E  

Update on Dave Simmons 
 
As noted last month Dave was 
diagnosed with lung Cancer in 
December.  By the first of March 
Dave will have completed the 
radiation treatment and will be 
on a 6 month rest from the 
chemo treatments.  The doctor 
has indicated the treatments 
have gone well and cancer is in 
the process of shrinking.  Dave feels great and is 
looking for a speedy recovery.  Please keep 
Dave in your thoughts and prayers 
 
If you wish to send cards, their address is: 
514 Lakeview Dr. 
Coleman TX. 76834 
===================================== 

Daylight Savings Time (DST) 
Don’t forget this year DST comes into effect on 
Sunday 13 March.   
In the U.S., Daylight Saving Time – or “fast 
time”, as it was called then – was first introduced 
in 1918 when President Woodrow Wilson signed 
it into law to support the war effort during World 
War I. The initiative was sparked by Robert Gar-
land, a Pittsburgh industrialist who had encoun-
tered the idea in the United Kingdom. A passion-
ate campaigner for the use of DST in the United 
States, he is often called the “father of Daylight 
Saving”. 
The seasonal time change was repealed just 
seven months later. However, some cities in-
cluding Pittsburgh, Boston, and New York con-
tinued to use it until President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt instituted year-round DST in the United 
States in 1942.  Although it was implemented 
through out the USA one state still does not ob-
serve DST.  Do you know what state that is? 
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And so it begins. Rally season is here. We 
went on an awesome ride over the weekend 
and it was a beautiful day. We visited with 
friends, saw a lot of great scenery and rode 
some curvy roads. We can’t wait to start riding 
to the oncoming rallies. We have several rallies  
we plan on attending this year. 

Region H Rally in Marshall is the first on the 
agenda. (March 17-19). We have several fun 
things planned to do at their rally. We will be at 
the Welcome party on the square dressed in 
our clown outfits to try and win the RED NOSE 
contest. One of the prizes is a DQ gift card. 
Now, I just have to figure out how in the world I 
am going to ride my bike to the square dressed 
in my costume. That ought to be a site to see in 
itself. We just can’t pass on the chance to win 
free ice Cream at Dairy Queen. We also will be 
participating in a Talent Show along with other 
Districts. Mike and Kenny will be hosting the 
On-bike games; they have a lot of fun games 
planned for everyone that wants to play. We 
also hear of some fun games they have in store 
for everyone to play. 

Then we have the Mardi Gras Madness at the 
Louisiana Rally in Lafayette (March 31-April 2) 
they have planned a special even called The 
Swamp Tour. It will be leaving from the Ra-
mada Hotel at 9:30 a.m. on March 31st. The 
sign up forms are located on their website. 

Then we will be back in Texas for the Chapter 
O Blue Bonnet Rally and camp out at Lady Bird 
Johnson Municipal Park on April 9th. 

Then out of Texas we go to the Kansas District 
Rally in Hutchinson KS. It will be held at the 
Atrium Hotel & Conference Center.  That 
sounds like a really fun time. 

Then of course we have our Texas District 
Rally in Temple TX. again this year, then we 
will move to a different location for the 2017 
rally. It will be announced at closing ceremony.  
You do not want to miss this year. If you think 
you had fun last year,  just wait. After opening 
ceremony we will have the “Chapter Round Up” 
with your ponies that your chapter decorated. 
Then we have them tied up to the hitching post 
for everyone to see. They will be judged for the 
best decorated. 

We have a few seminars planned for each day 
but most of all we have a lot of fun things 
planned. We will have On bike games, Not so 
newly Wed game, Chapter Feud, Talent Show, 
Bingo, Craft making class and let’s not forget 
the participation Ticket game that you get to 
play when you participate and get an orange 
ticket. I think Kenny has planned a new way for 
you to win more awesome gifts this year. We 
have a lot of other fun things planned. Don’t 
forget, the more you participate at the rally the 
better chance you have of taking the nice 
“PARTICPATION AWARD” from Chapter C. 
They are planning on fighting to keep it. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone that has volunteered to help us out at 
YOUR Rally for security, ticket sells and the 
registration table. Not sure if you have noticed 
but when we talk  about” YOUR” rally. That is 
because everything that we do is for the mem-
bers: rallies, games, seminars, riding courses, 
CPR/First Aid and prizes. All of this is for YOU. 
So, when you step up and help us out, we 
really really appreciate it. 

We are ready to show you guys how to have 
some FUN. We only have two more newsletters 
before the Texas Rally. Keep an eye out for  
more news to come your way within the next 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 
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couple of months. 

Then we have the Arkansas Rally in Harrison 
AR. We read in the March Region Newsletter 
that this is the last year for their District Direc-
tors, Johnny and Mildred Glasscock. They 
have been the Directors for four years and 
would like to give someone else the opportu-
nity to sever the Arkansas members. 

Now we have Wing Ding 38 to think about, 
August 31-September 4th. We have already 
started planning our routes and things to do 
on the way to Billings Montana. We will never 
forget our last trip to Billings. 

Oklahoma District Rally is in Muskogee OK. 
on September 29-October 1st at the Musko-
gee Civic Center.  Their theme this year is 
Country Winging. 

Back in Texas is Chapter T’s T-Fest Rally, 
October 8th in Harker Heights TX. They al-
ways have a great one day event with games 
auction and a bike show. 

And to end the rally season before Holidays 
begin is the Chapter H Rally on October 15th 
at The Raymond Russel Park in San Antonio 
TX. 

We any chapter is planning on having a Rally, 
let us know and we will add it to the list of 
“Fun Events” found on the Texas District 
Website. 

Don’t forget to add you events, rides, gather-
ing and meeting on the District website. If you 
click on the “fun Events Tab” you will see a 
drop down tab and click on the “Event Calen-
dar” to see all that has been added. This 
makes it easy to see what other Chapters are 
doing so you can join them on some nice 

rides or go visit them at their gatherings. So 
far in March we have Chapter M2, P, X2, J. 
they have things listed like: Ride to movie 
night, Pie Ride, Bike Night at Madison’s, Dairy 
Queen Night, Ride to City Hall Café & Pie Bar, 
Lunch Ride to Cool TX, Region H Rally and 
Louisiana Rally. 

All you have to do is click on the front wheel of 

the Motorcycle in the center of the star on our 

website and enter your password (get with 

Tom Sprague’s to get one). Click on Calendar 

Administrator and “Add New” at the bottom 

right corner, type in your event and click on 

“Insert” and it will add it to the District Calen-

dar. Simple as that. We would like to see it full 

of all your events. 

 

Mike & Robin Thacker 
District Directors 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 
 

March 20, 1995 - A nerve gas attack occurred 
on the Tokyo subway system during rush hour 
resulting in 12 persons killed and 5,000 in-
jured. Japanese authorities later arrest the 
leader and members of a Japanese religious 
cult suspected in the attack. 

March 23, 1775 - Patrick Henry ignited the 
American Revolution with a speech before the 
Virginia convention in Richmond, stating, "I 
know not what course others may take; but as 
for me, give me liberty, or give me death!"  

 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 

Continued 
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While many of you are reading this edition of 
the Newsletter Dawn and I will be in Costa Rica 
trying to hide from the sun and keep the sand 
out of our umbrella drinks.  We have a number 
of things planned for our trip but unfortunately it 
will not include some motorcycle riding.  The 
weather in Texas has been exceptionally great 
for riding this winter.  Oh yes we have had a 
little cold weather but after talking to some 
friends in Ohio and other places in the north we 
are much better off.   
 
As for the happenings around the state get 
ready for the upcoming rally season.  Dawn 
and I are planning to attend all the Region H 
rally’s this year.  Or at least as many as we can 
get in.  We are also starting to plan our summer 
trip.  At this point it looks like we will be taking 
in July and not returning to Texas until the mid-
dle or late September. 
 
For all you riders I have looked up some helpful 
hints from Consumer Reports of all places. 
 
Invest in antilock brakes. Now available on a 
wide array of models, antilock brakes are a 
proven lifesaver. IIHS data shows that motorcy-
cles equipped with ABS brakes were 37 per-
cent less likely to be involved in a fatal crash 
than bikes without it. “No matter what kind of 
rider you are, ABS can brake better than you,”  
 
Hone your skills. As Honda’s Jon Seidel puts 
it, “There is nothing we could say or advise 
more than to go find a Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation (MSF) riding course in your area. That’s 
critical, absolutely critical.” An MSF course or 
similar class can teach you the basics, as well 
as advanced techniques, such as how to per-
form evasive emergency maneuvers. The cost 
ranges from free to about $350. An approved 
safety course may make you eligible for an in-
surance discount and, in some states, to skip 

the road-test and/or the written test part of the 
licensing process   
 
Use your head. Yes, helmets are an emotional 
topic for some riders. But the facts show the 
risk. Riders without a helmet are 40 percent 
more likely to suffer a fatal head injury in a 
crash and are three times more likely to suffer 
brain injuries, than those with helmets, accord-
ing to government studies.  
 
Wear the right gear. Jeans, a T-shirt, and san-
dals are recipes for a painful disaster on a bike. 
Instead, you want gear that will protect you 
from wind chill, flying bugs and debris, and, 
yes, lots of road rash if you should slide out. 
For maximum protection, go for a leather or 
other reinforced jacket, gloves, full pants, and 
over-the-ankle footwear, even in summer. Spe-
cially designed jackets with rugged padding 
and breathable mesh material provide protec-
tion as well as ventilation for riding in warm 
weather. You’ll also want effective eye protec-
tion; don’t rely on eyeglasses or a bike’s wind-
screen.  
 
Be ready to roll. Before each ride, do a quick 
walk-around to make sure your lights, horn, 
and directional signals are working properly. 
Check the chain, belt, or shaft and the brakes. 
And inspect the tires for wear and make sure 
they’re set at the proper pressure. Motorcycle 
mechanics we’ve spoken with say they rou-
tinely see worn-out brakes and improperly in-
flated tires that greatly increase safety risks. 
When tires are under-inflated, “handling gets 
really hard, steering gets hard, and the bike 
doesn’t want to lean. 
 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2015 / 2016 RANDY & KATHY REESE 

Texas COY Adventures 

Greetings Texas District 
 
We hope everyone is enjoying this Texas win-

ter as much as we are. It has certainly ex-

tended the riding season and that is something 

no one can complain about. 

We have been busy trying to visit as many 

Texas chapters as our schedules will allow 

which is difficult in a state the size of Texas. 

Recently I had two work trips to Houston and 

we took advantage of those trips to visit some 

chapters in the area. 

 

On January 29th, we went to visit Chapter G 

(the “Gulf Wings”) in Tomball. They meet at this 

wonderful Grill and BBQ joint. The food was 

great and the chapter was very welcoming. 

Chapter G is a very active chapter with lots of 

things going on. We even picked up a few 

ideas to steal for our chapter. The highlight of 

our visit was that we got to witness them pre-

senting Marshall LeGard with his Life Grand 

Master patch. What an outstanding accom-

plishment. Congratulations to Marshall. 

 

On February 4, we headed out to Katy to hang 

with Chapter W (“Flexing Our Wings”). They 

meet at a Rudy’s BBQ in their area. What can 

you say about Rudys? Well it’s BBQ and it’s 

Rudys  - so it was wonderful. When we arrived, 

we were surprised by another visitor to their 

chapter gathering. Region Educators/MFA Co-

ordinators Karen and Ricky Frazier also 

stopped by for a visit. They spent quite some 

time discussing the plans and design for their 

Texas District Rally “stick-horse” competition.  

We promised not to tell but they have some 

great ideas in the works so we hope you are 

working on yours too. 

 

On February 18, on our way to Dallas, we 

stopped in Killeen to meet with Chapter T (the 

“Central Texas Wings”). We joined them for 

their monthly gathering and dinner and Chinese 

buffet called Yank Sing.  They had a nice pri-

vate room and one of the largest buffets I have 

seen in a while. They have been doing a lot of 

riding and have many more ride events coming 

up. If you are in the area, you should join them. 

They know how to have a lot of FUN. 

 

After leaving Killeen, we made our way to Dal-

las to participate in the Goldwing University 

Trainer Development program. We spent the 

day with others who are interested in becoming 

trainers and it was FUN day of learning. Thank 

you to our instructors and congratulations to all 

those who participated for a job well done. 

 

We just finished submitting our resume for the 

Region H Couple of the Year Selection process 

that will be held at the Region H Rally in March. 

We are hopeful that you plan to attend this 

Rally in Marshall and while you are there, 

please come and show your support for us and 

for the great state of Texas. 

 
Have Fun, Be Safe and remember ATGATT! 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Couple of the Year 
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Top Five Road Hazards for Motorcyclist  
 
We all want to mount up on two wheels, feel 
the wind in our face, and enjoy the open air 
around us. We also want to have a safe ride. 
To help you have fun on your motorcycle and 
feel safe while doing it, here are five of the top 
hazards all motorcycle riders should be on the 
lookout for while traveling out on the road. You 
can learn more tips like these by taking a mo-
torcycle safety course, such as those offered 
by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation or 
GWRRA.  
 
1. Blind Spots 
Be sure not to ride in any vehicle’s blind spot—
that is, the area around a vehicle that is not 
visible to the driver using his or her mirrors. It’s 
bad enough when a car driver doesn't turn and 
look when changing lanes in front of another 
car. Now think about that happening when the 
other car is a motorcycle. If you think you're rid-
ing in that gray zone, either speed up and get 
past the vehicle or slow down to allow the vehi-
cle enough room to change lanes. 
 
2. Uneven Road Surfaces 
Road construction is a pain, but we all get 
stuck riding in it. If the lanes are uneven, try to 
stay in the same lane until the uneven lanes 
end. Also be on the lookout for divets in the 
road. These are often caused by a large truck 
dragging something from its undercarriage, 
leaving a depression in the road—sometimes 
for a good distance. Getting your bike caught 
up in divets like these may cause your tire 
tread to “catch,” possibly leading to a loss of 
control. 
 
3. Debris, Gravel, Oil, and Sand 
Riding on two wheels is all about stability, and 
it doesn’t take much to lose that precious stabil-

ity when riding on sand, gravel, oil, and other 
debris. If you're not careful when riding through 
these materials, you can easily lose traction, 
causing the bike to slide. Whenever possible, 
stop and evaluate the surface. If it looks un-
safe, find another way around. If you must ride 
through the hazard, do so carefully and at a 
slow, safe speed. Most importantly, never use 
only the front brake. Have you ever seen a bi-
cyclist hit the front brake and go sailing over 
the handlebars?  Same concept. I use mainly 
the rear brake when I ride through hazards like 
these, and I'm careful to brake slowly and 
smoothly. 
 
4. Side Roads 
Why side roads? Because they're everywhere, 
and vehicles are turning out from them and in 
front of us constantly. Always look ahead to 
side roads, where you may see a vehicle wait-
ing to enter the road in front of you. Expect that 
vehicles will not always see you, and plan your 
reaction. For example, you might think, “If that 
car pulls out, can I move to the left lane? 
Should I slow down in case they do?” Swerving 
is sometimes unavoidable but can be a haz-
ard if not done correctly.  Don’t overreact, but 
be ready to react!   
 
5. Intersections 
Intersections are arguably the most dangerous 
hazard for motorcyclists. After all, intersections 
can involve all four hazards listed above. In an 
intersection, you need to be on the lookout for 
vehicles changing lanes around you (even 
though they're not supposed to), while also 
watching for debris, gravel, and oil in the road-
way. You should be conscious of uneven sur-
faces, but you also need to watch for vehicles 
turning left in front of you and turning right into 
your path of travel. Traffic-light changes also 
necessitate that you be aware of vehicles stop-

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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ping quickly or not stopping soon enough.  The 
best thing to do in intersections—and every 
time you saddle up and ride—is to play the 
“What if?” game in your mind. Think, “If a car 
pulls out in front of me, what will I do? How will 
I react?” The main thing is to be prepared but 
to avoid overreacting. I have seen many 
crashes where a motorcyclist assumed a vehi-
cle was not going to stop and their quick over-
reaction was to hit the front brake. Wrong 
move! (Just think of that bicyclist going over the 
handlebars.) Instead of panicking, always be 
sure to look ahead, assume vehicles don’t see 
you, and have your plan of action ready. If you 
see a vehicle approaching the intersection (or 
stop sign, yield sign, etc.), slow down and 
move to the opposite side of your lane. For ex-
ample, if a vehicle is approaching from a side 
road on your right, move to the left side of your 
lane. This allows you more room to react and 
move if you need to. Soon enough, it will be-
come second nature. 
 
Ride Often, Ride Safely, and HEY! – Be careful 

out there! 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
 
==================================== 

Rider Education Raffle 
How are your sales going? We have a little 
over 2 months left in our raffle ticket sales. Re-
member that this is the only funding source we 
have right now for District Rider Education. 
Please strive to sell at least your initial 50 tick-
ets – with every chapter stepping up and selling 

their initial allocation, we will be able to better 
support all Rider Education activities this year.  
 
Remember that the purchaser keeps the long 
end and you save the stubs to return to us 
along with the money. Please do not send us 
the tickets or money until May 1 or you can 
bring everything to the rally. We encourage 
checks made out to GWRRA Texas District. 
Please do not send cash in the mail. Make sure 
to put your name/chapter on the stub too - who-
ever sells the winning ticket will also receive a 
YETI prize. 

==================================== 
Monthly Reports 

We started this year with 16 of our 24 chapters 
turning in their January N.6 reports.  I noted 
that two chapters entered data under the Feb-
ruary tab – I corrected that for you. Remember 
that you are reporting for the previous month. 
Also remember to be keeping track of all of 
your chapter’s activities that can be counted on 
your end of March Motorist Awareness Report.  
Thank You!!! 
==================================== 
GWRRA University Trainers 
Twelve new GWRRA University seminar pre-
senters from 7 different chapters will soon be 
added to our list of instructors available to help 
you with your seminars. They completed the 
University training in Denton last weekend. As 
soon as they are certified, they will be able to 
teach any Rider Ed. Seminar.  Thank you to the 
following chapters H, I, O, R, S2, T, and T2.  

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 

Continued 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Hello Texas, 
Can we do better in 2016? Sure we can – let’s 
go! 
 
In last months’ article we mentioned that there 
would be a GWRRA University Trainer Day car-
ried out on February 20th. We are very pleased 
to announce that there are now 12 new GWRRA 
University seminar presenters from 7 different 
chapters who will soon be added to our list of 
instructors available to help you with your semi-
nars.  As soon as they are certified, by your 
District Trainers or Region Trainers, they will be 
able to teach one of the GWRRA programs; 
Leadership, Membership Enhancement or 
Rider Education.    
 
The new GWRRA University Presenters are:  
Chapter H   – Brick Reagle and Bob Smith 
Chapter S2 – Jim Scholes 
Chapter I    – Bill Parrish 
Chapter T   – Jim and Alvalin Woodul 
Chapter 0   – Randy and Kathy Reese 
Chapter T2 – Scott and Judy Finnell  
Chapter R   – Kenny and Diane Schults  
 
Our sincere congratulations to all our new pre-
senters so let’s work hard and get all of them 
certified as soon as we can.  
 
Also; many thanks to Karen Frazier and Max 
Rowlett for teaching the class and Jack Wag-
oner for invigilating and of course Cycle Center 
of Denton for providing the use of their class-
room. 
 
Our aim is for you to enjoy your time at the 
scheduled District and Region events taking 
part in the events and not having to worry 
about attending seminars. We are always pre-

pared to help you achieve this by bringing the 
seminars to you, maybe as a designated train-
ing day, with a ride and lunch. Who knows, ask 
your chapter directors how you and your chap-
ter can benefit from this arrangement. Chapter 
directors just contact Cliff or Gillian using the 
email address tx-trainer@gwwrra-tx.org and we 
will help out. This doesn’t have to be just for 
leadership we will help with rider education and 
membership enhancement seminars as well. 
We are always working with the district educa-
tors and membership enhancement coordina-
tors to achieve this aim. 
Later in the spring we will be holding a Hori-

zons Class details to follow at a later date. 

Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Texas District Trainers 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

Steve & Donna Van Gilder  

Texas District Rally is almost HERE 
 
Hey Everyone, it’s time to make your plans to 

attend the Texas District Rally in Temple, TX 

from 19 – 21 May, 2016.  For the Chapter Par-

ticipation Award, pre-registrations are an easy 

way to earn points.  The more pre-

registrations, the more points!!  So come on 

everyone, let’s get those registrations in!!! 

I can’t wait for this year’s Rally!!!  The District 

team has been working really hard towards 

putting some new and hopefully, FUN things 

together for you!!  I would encourage everyone 

to come to the Rally and participate in as many 

things as you can find to do.  Remember 

again, the more events you participate in, the 

more points you earn for your Chapter and the 

more FUN you have!! 

 

The “Not So Newly Wed” game will be open to 

everyone who signs up at the Rally.  Look for 

the sign up sheet!!  You don’t want to miss 

these events as this going to be lots of FUN 

and laughs, especially if last year was any type 

of indicator.  We’ve got seminars, the Bike/

Light Show competition, On Bike games, and 

the Rodeo races.  You might also see some-

thing totally unexpected on Friday night!!!  

You’ve got to come to the “Couple of the Year” 

competition and support all the couples.  

Hopefully, you’ll get to meet all of the 2016 

Chapter “Couples of the Year”.  You don’t want 

to miss out on seeing the winner of the Texas 

Chapter of the Year and the awarding of the 

Silver and Bronze winners. 

 

Folks this is just a sample of the things going 

on at this year’s Texas District Rally!!!  You’re 

not going to want to miss this one, so come on 

and make your plans now, get your pre-

registration mailed in and your hotel reserva-

tions made. 

 

Come see us in Temple, Texas!!! 

 

Steve & Donna Van Gilder 
Texas District MEC’s 
Let’s “Have Some Fun” Texas 

=================================== 
Today in History 

March 1, 1932 - The 20-month-old son of avia-
tion pioneer Charles A. Lindbergh was kid-
napped from his home in Hopewell, New Jer-
sey. The Lindberghs then paid a $50,000 ran-
som. However, on May 12, the boy's body was 
found in a wooded area a few miles from the 
house. 

March 1, 1961 - President John F. Kennedy  
established the Peace Corps, an organization 
sending young American volunteers to devel-
oping countries to assist with health care, edu-
cation and other basic human needs. 

March 1, 1974 - Seven former high-ranking 
officials of the Nixon White House were in-
dicted for conspiring to obstruct the investiga-
tion into the Watergate break-in. Among those 
indicted; former chief of staff H.R. Haldeman, 
former top aide John Ehrlichman, and former 
attorney general John Mitchell. 

March 5, 1933 - Amid a steadily worsening 
economic situation, newly elected President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed a four-day 
"Bank Holiday" to stop panic withdrawals by 
the public and the possible collapse of the 
American banking system.  
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TEXAS DISTRICT CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORDINATOR 
GILLIAN ALLEN 

This is an exciting time of year - we have all the 

packets from the participating Chapters for 

2015!!! It’s also time to start thinking about 

keeping track of this years’ upcoming events. 

This is a great time to select a Chapter of the 

Year Coordinator, if you do not have one. Your 

coordinator is  the person that will keep track of 

every fun thing your Chapter does throughout 

the year. Whether you go to a Rally to take a 

Leadership Training Class (LTP), Membership 

Enhancement Seminar (MEP) or a Riders Edu-

cation (RE) Seminar or you have an instructor 

come to your Gathering or event. If everyone 

keeps the Chapter of the Year Coordinator in-

formed on the Seminars and events, it will be 

so much easier for them to keep track.  

 

Don’t forget to get out and visit with other 

Chapters. Having fun with other Chapters can 

earn you up to 80 points. The 2016 Chapter of 

the Year Program has three levels -  Bronze, 

Silver and Gold - all for just keeping track of 

what your Chapter is doing....HAVING FUN!!! 

 

The score sheet is available as a PDF so you 

can just type it in and print it out. In the submis-

sions from the Chapters for last year, I saw dif-

ferent styles - some Chapters split the sheets 

up, and attached them to the relevant paper-

work to support the points, while others sent in 

the forms, with supporting paperwork then 

clearly marked. Whichever style works for your 

Chapter, the most important point 

is.....ENTER!!! You cant win ANY level if you 

don't enter...! 

 

 There is a Submission Checklist for you to 

make sure you completed everything needed.  

By the time you read this article, I will have sent 

the winning Chapter's packet off 

to Region.....BUT you are ALL 

winners because you have 

brought your Chapter closer together by partici-

pating in the fun that your Chapter has had last 

year. Now it's time to have even more 

fun....2016 will be our best year...ever! Let's 

make it happen! 

 

I hope to see you at a Chapter, District or Re-

gion Event, but until then, let's get out there 

with our friends. Those we already know….and 

those we have yet to meet as we travel down 

life’s highways and byways! 

 

Gillian Allen 
Texas District  
Chapter of the Year Coordinator 
=================================== 

Today in History 
 

March 6, 1836 - Fort Alamo fell to Mexican 
troops led by General Santa Anna. The Mexi-
cans had begun the siege of the Texas fort on 
February 23rd, ending it with the killing of the 
last defender. "Remember the Alamo" became 
a rallying cry for Texans who went on to defeat 
Santa Anna in the Battle of San Jacinto in April.  

March 11, 1918 - The 'Spanish' influenza first 
reached America as 107 soldiers become sick 
at Fort Riley, Kansas. One quarter of the U.S. 
population eventually became ill from the 
deadly virus, resulting in 500,000 deaths. The 
death toll worldwide approached 22 million by 
the end of 1920.  

March 12, 1938 - Nazis invaded Austria, then 
absorbed the country into Hitler's Reich.  
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Region H News 

Directors Corner 

JIM & REBA BERRY 

Hot diggity, it’s here. It’s time for the Region H 

Rally! We get to see our FRIENDS. There will 
be great numbers from all over our Region as 
well as all of GWRRA. We look forward to 
having a great time with all our old friends and 
we hope to make some new ones as well.  
 
We are going to have some FUN. You will be 
totally amazed at the opening act of our circus 
and the welcome party, with corn dogs, cotton 
candy, caramel apples, midway games and 
costumes will be a hoot. Wear your circus 
costume to this event in the downtown square 
and if you bring Fido, Buffy or Rex, dress 
him/her up in their finest and bring them to the 
party. There will be preplanned rides, thanks 
to TX Chapter I, our host Chapter. There will 
be a light parade and a “show your bike” 
event aimed at drawing locals to our event. 
There will be a talent show with some wild 
and wooly competition between our Districts. 
There will be an art party, bingo and movies in 
the auditorium. We encourage you to attend 
the Couple of the Year selection, The Couple 
of the Year Shop Talk and the Chapter of the 
Year Shop Talk.  
 
SAFETY is always # 1. So be careful when 
traveling. At the rally, we will have many semi-
nars  including the Trike Course, Medic First 
Aid class, Co-rider classes and a Motorist 
Awareness Forum where we are actually go-
ing to invite the Marshall community to the 
Civic Center to see what GWRRA has to offer 
the public. Our MA booth will set up at the 
Marshall Mall on Friday and Saturday with 
give-aways and info on our rally events.  
 
There will be a wealth of KNOWLEDGE avail-

able to you. There will be seminars in leader-
ship skills, the history of GWRRA, how to mo-
tivate volunteers and how to use the computer 
to help you make a perfect motorcycle trip.  
 
Our preliminary schedule is included in this 
newsletter. We are still working on a few more 
surprises.  
 
Please join us in Marshall, March 17-19, for 
the kick off of Rally Season. Bring your bike 
and a smile. For the entire Region H team We 
can say, We are looking forward to seeing 
you. 
 
Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
March 12, 1994 - The Church of England or-
dained 32 women as its first female priests. In 
protest, 700 male clergy members and thou-
sands of church members left the church and 
joined the Roman Catholic Church which does 
not allow women priests. 

March 12, 1999 - Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic became full-fledged members 
of NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) 
less than ten years after exchanging commu-
nist rule for democracy and ending their Cold 
War military alliances with Soviet Russia. 

March 13, 1943 - A plot to kill Hitler by Ger-
man army officers failed as a bomb planted 
aboard his plane failed to explode due to a 
faulty detonator.  
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Region H Team 

The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM & REBA BERRY 

DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 
 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

TREASURER 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 

ED AND ANN NAHL 

TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION TRAINER 

JACK WAGNER 

TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

WEBMASTER, 

SAM BELINOSKI 

WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  

COORDINATORS. 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

COORDINATORS 

PINS & PATCHES 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

EDUCATOR 

MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 

RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 

EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

VENDOR COORDINATORS 

RUBY SEALE 

VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

MOTORIST AWARENESS  

COORDINATORS 

MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 

MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

STEVE & CAROYLN COTTON 

COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 
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Region H News 

Assistant Directors Corner 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

See you at the Circus! 
We are just a few days away from our Region 
Rally in Marshall. A lot of planning and prepa-
ration has taken place to make this a great 
rally. We sure hope to see you there. 
 
Do you have a Costume? Want to show it off? 
Clem says he dares you to outdo him for cos-
tume this year. Wear it to the Welcome Party 
on the Square where we will be judging the 

theme based costumes for the coveted Red 

Nose Awards in Individual, Couples and 
Chapter categories. Chapter entries must 
have at least 4 but no more than 8 partici-
pants to compete. Theme dress will also be 
included in the Dress competitions on Satur-
day at 9am to 10am.   
 
You think you know music? Come to the Cou-
ples Selection at 10am to 11:30am on Friday 
and be ready to challenge other participants 
to “Name That Tune” as the judges scores are 
tallied. Beware, some are easy and some 
maybe not so easy but one thing for sure, it 
will all be “FUN”! We will announce the new 
Region Couple at the end of the selection 
process Friday morning. 
 
These are but a few of the great things in 
store at Marshall this year. 

We’ll be lookin’ for ya! 
 

Steve & Billie Fleming 
Region H Assistant Director 

Membership Enhancement Officers 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
March 16, 1968 - During the Vietnam War, 
the My Lai Massacre occurred as American 
soldiers of Charlie Company murdered 504 
Vietnamese men, women, and children. 
Twenty-five U.S. Army officers were later 
charged with complicity in the massacre and 
subsequent cover-up, but only one was con-
victed, and later pardoned by President Rich-
ard Nixon. 

March 16, 1968 - New York Senator Robert 
Kennedy announced his intention to run for 
the Democratic presidential nomination. 

March 18, 1974 - The five-month-old Arab oil 
embargo against the U.S. was lifted. The em-
bargo was in retaliation for American support 
of Israel during the Yom Kipper War of 1973 
in which Egypt and Syria suffered a crushing 
defeat. In the U.S., the resulting embargo had 
caused long lines at gas stations as prices 
soared 300 percent amid shortages and a 
government ban on Sunday gas sales.  

March 19, 2003 - The United States launched 
an attack against Iraq to topple dictator Sad-
dam Hussein from power. The attack com-
menced with aerial strikes against military 
sites, followed the next day by an invasion of 
southern Iraq by U.S. and British ground 
troops. The troops made rapid progress north-
ward and conquered the country's capital, 
Baghdad, just 21 days later, ending the rule of 
Saddam.  
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By the Book 

By: Jack Wagner - Region H Trainer  

“Learn the Truth ..Then Pass it Along” 

Last month, we began our exploration of how 
the elements of the GWRRA Vision statements 
come into play at the Chapter level. Let’s con-
tinue that journey. The next portion of the Vi-
sion statement reads: 
 
GWRRA is a family-oriented, non-religious, 
non-political association comprised of owners 
of Honda Gold Wing and Valkyrie Motorcycles 
as well as non-Gold Wing owners, our Associ-
ate Members. 
 
The family-oriented part should be obvious. I 
frequently see Members bring their children (or 
grandchildren) to Chapter events. GWRRA 
Members should conduct themselves in a man-
ner that no one would be embarrassed to bring 
their children/ grandchildren along. Chapter 
events are usually held at family friendly facili-
ties. We conduct our 'business' in a non-
political environment – no voting; no election of 
officers; no Robert's Rules of Order. Whenever 
there is voting, there are naturally winners and 
losers – the 51% rule. What about the Mem-
bers on the 'losing' side? Will they go along, or 
be upset and leave? What about pressure to 
vote with your friends, even if that's not what 
you really want? Do elections produce the best 
Officer? Campaigning for office brings about 
favors or promises for votes. GWRRA appoints 
their officers based on ability. When it comes to 
a decision, the Director and his team listen to 
input from all Members, then make the appro-
priate decision. Our Chapter gatherings are so-
cial events conducted to provide information 
and FUN – not meetings with formal report-outs 
and rules of order, motions, etc. 
 
While we are like-minded when it comes to our 
love of motorcycling, we come from a multitude 
of backgrounds. GWRRA isn't attempting to 

persuade or dissuade any-
one from their religious be-
liefs – religion is a very personal choice, not to 
be dictated by anyone. The statement serves 
only to create an environment where no one 
feels obligated to participate in any religious 
expression that may make them uncomfortable. 
IF we were to endorse or practice a particular 
religion, whose would prevail? The Director? 
What happens when a new Director with differ-
ent beliefs comes in? There is also potential 
liability exposure when refusing to allow a 
Member the opportunity to express an alternate 
belief. The best way to satisfy everyone is to 
ask for a moment of silence where all are free 
to quietly express themselves as they see fit. 
 
Religion and politics can be very polarizing 
subjects because people have very strong 
opinions about them. My Dad always said not 
to discuss either when at work or when visiting 
in someone's home. It shouldn’t have to be that 
way, but it is and until people can let go of the 
need to be right and believe only their opinions 
are the right ones, these will continue to be 
very sensitive topics. It can be very hard to 
change or open your mind to a different point of 
view. We're supposed to be having FUN riding 
our motorcycles, being with our friends and 
their families. Anything standing in the way of 
that is something we should all strive to avoid. 
 
There are good reasons for the way things are. 
 
The more you Know,. The better it gets! 

Jack Wagner 
Region H Trainer 

 

Achieving the Vision (continued) 
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OVERVIEW: 
Wing Ding 38 in Billings will be hosting a new 
Evening Entertainment Event – GWRRA’s Got 
Talent! This night will be the grand finale of Tal-
ent Shows throughout the year among the Re-
gions. Each Region will submit their 1st place 
winner and an optional runner-up from their 
perspective Region Rallies. The Event Man-
agement Team (EMT) will then organize the 
acts and produce the Finale of GWRRA’s Got 
Talent. This will allow your Region to capture 
the Title of GWRRA’s Got Talent! The structure 
of GWRRA’s Got Talent will mimic the TV 
Show - America’s Got Talent.  
 
Prizes: 

1st Place - $500.00 and GWRRA’s Got  
Talent Trophy 

2nd Place - $250.00 
3rd Place - $100.00 

In order to keep consistency among the Re-
gions and to prepare the participants for the 
fun, yet competitive environment, we recom-
mend you follow similar procedures that will be 
taking place on that final evening. 
 
JUDGES: 
Secure 3 judges. Keep in mind that the judges 
should be chosen not only to tally scores, but 
for personality and production purposes. The 
judges that will be selected for the finale show 
will consist of the following type of personali-
ties: 
Howard Stern: Opinionated, pushes the limits, 

straight forward and tells it like it is. 
Howie Mandel: Encouraging, positive and 

overall generous. 
Sharon Osbourne: Positive reinforcement, 

sweet to all, wants everyone to succeed. 
 

ACTS:  
Participants may enter with either a serious or 
humorous act. All music must be submitted on 
either a CD or thumb drive. Each act needs to 
be limited to 3 – 5 minutes maximum. 
 
SCORING: 
Scoring will consist of five categories, worth up 
to 10 points each, with the total possible score 
of 50 points. The finale event will use the scor-
ing sheet on the next page: 
 
SUBMISSION: 
Following your Region Rally, OR if you have 
already held your Region Rally either 1-have 2-
3 submissions come to the chosen Region 
panel of Judges by video/MP3 from each Dis-
trict; OR 2-if the District has not yet had their 
rally and they have time to have a GWRRA's 
Got Talent at their District rally, they can submit 
their winner via video/MP3 to the chosen Re-
gion panel of Judges so long as they arrive by 
the deadline set by the Region.  Your 1st place 
winner and optional runner-up submission 
needs to be turned into KKT Event Manage-
ment via email or mail. KKT will contact each 
participant to coordinate the GWRRA’s Got Tal-
ent event. See submission form on the follow-
ing pages. 
 
Kristi Thomas – Kristi@kktevents.com   
15591 W. Yucatan Dr.  
Surprise, AZ 85379  
800.424.9519, Ext. 215 
Please use the following form to enter your re-
gional winner for the Grand Finale of GWRRA’s 
Got Talent. 
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Hotel Information 
Quality Inn -------------- 870-741-7676-----Host $76.49 + tax 
Holiday Inn Express -- 870-741-3636 ----------- $85.00 + tax 
Hampton Inn ----------- 870-365-0505 ----------- $95.00 + tax 
Parker’s RV ------------- 888-590-2267 
Harrison Village CG --- 870-743-3388 

www.harrisonvillagervpark.com 
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Editors Puzzle Page Mar 2016 

See the answer to Feb puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 

1. Dogs of a dwarf breed 
5. Ancient Greek marketplace 
10. Small island 
14. Rectum 
15. Acted presumptuously 
16. Principal 
17. Temporarily incapable of  
       speaking 
19. Implored 
20. "___ the season to be jolly" 
21. Serf 
22. Accomplishments 
23. Responses 
25. Crucifixes 
27. Utilize 
28. Wizard 
31. Explosion 
34. Breasts (slang) 
35. Lyric poem 
36. Klutz's cry 
37. Inner surface of hands 
38. Fizzy drink 
39. Since 
40. Plateaux 
41. The quality of being funny 
42. Refinisher 
44. Prohibit 
45. A monotonous hum 
46. Biggest 
50. Prickle 
52. Makes changes to 
54. "Eureka!" 
55. Fit 
56. Painkiller 
58. Murres 
59. Inscribed pillar 
60. Lady's escort 
61. Religious offshoot 
62. Type of poplar tree 
63. 1 1 1 1  

1. Noodles 
2. Remove the pins from 
3. Estimate 
4. South southeast 
5. Hold 
6. Vexes 
7. Chocolate cookie 
8. Lavatories 
9. Commercials 
10. Hinder 
11. Showroom 
12. Misled 
13. Terminates  
18. Thorax 
22. Physicians 
24. Wimp 
26. Spheres 
28. Pertaining to the Sun 
29. Cocoyam 
30. Back  

 

31. Wild hog 
32. Balcony section 
33. Pontifical 
34. Cellars 
37. South American country 
38. Vocalized musically  
40. Eve's opposite 
41. Abrasive 
43. Menace 
44. Stuffing 
46. Fine thread 
47. Consumed 
48. Gleam 
49. Sensitivities 
50. As a result 
51. Rabbit 
53. Very intense 
56. An Old Testament king 
57. Conceit  
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If you have an article, news, or other 

item of interest that you would like to 

be included in this newsletter, please 

e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 

25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 

======================================== 

Region H Rally  

March 17-19, 2016. 

Marshall Convention Center 
Marshall Texas 

======================================== 

Louisiana District Rally  

March 30-April 2, 2016. 

Lafayette Louisiana 
======================================== 

TX Chapter O Campout / Rally 

Apr 8-9, 2016. 

Ladybird Municipal Park 
Fredericksburg TX 

======================================== 

Kansas District Rally  

Apr 22-24, 2016. 
Atrium Hotel & Conference Ctr 

Hutchinson KS 
======================================== 

Texas District Rally  

May 19-21, 2016. 
Mayborn Convention Center 

Temple Texas 
======================================== 

Arkansas District Rally  

May 26-28, 2016. 

Harrison Arkansas 
======================================== 

Reno Rendezvous  

July 7-9, 2016. 

Reno NV 
======================================== 

Wing Ding  

Aug 29 - Sep 3, 2016. 
Billings MT 

 
 

======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally  

Sep29 - Oct1, 2016. 

“Country Winging” 
Muskogee OK 

======================================== 

TX Chapter T T-Fest Rally 

Oct 8, 2016. 

699 E Veterans Memorial Blvd 
Harker Heights TX 

======================================== 

TX Chapter H Rally 

Oct 15, 2016. Raymond Russell PK 

20644 IH-10 West Exit 552 
San Antonio TX 

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE T TEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR S SPONSORSPONSORS  

The best and most beauti-
ful things in the world can-
not be seen or even 
touched - they must be 
felt with the heart.  
Helen Keller 
 


